Concise Minutes - Petitions Committee

Meeting Venue: This meeting can be viewed
Committee Room 5 on Senedd TV at:

Meeting date: Monday, 8 December 2025 http://senedd.tv/en/15467
Meeting time: 14:00 - 15:00

Hybrid
Attendance
Category Names
Carolyn Thomas MS (Chair)
Members of the Rhys ab Owen MS
Senedd: Joel James MS
Lindsay Whittle MS (In place of Luke Fletcher MS)
Gareth Price (Clerk)
Committee Staff: Lara Date (Second Clerk)
Kayleigh Imperato (Deputy Clerk)

1 Introductions, apologies, substitutions and declarations of interest

2 New Petitions

2.1 P-06-1537 We require a public poll on 20 mph speed limits as the Welsh people
are being ignored

The Committee discussed the petition, noting it was probably the most discussed issue

of the Senedd term and agreed that there was nothing further to be done by the
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Committee.

Members noted that individuals dissatisfied with local speed limits could petition their
local council, and review political parties’ election manifestos regarding this policy. The

Committee thanked the petitioner and closed the petition.

The Committee adjourned from 14:09 to 14:10 due to technical difficulties with a

microphone.

2.2 P-06-1541 Produce a Clean Water Bill for Wales and for Welsh Rivers

The Committee considered the petition. It was agreed there was nothing more the
Petitions Committee could do, other than to highlight the petitioners’ views and
legislative proposals to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Climate
Change and Rural Affairs, and the Chair of the Climate Change, Environment, and
Infrastructure Committee, as the Environment (Principles, Governance and Biodiversity
Targets) (Wales) Bill remains under scrutiny. Having done so it was agreed to close the

petition.

Members agreed that water quality and flood management should be priority themes

to include in the Committee’s legacy report to the next Senedd.

2.3 P-06-1549 Urgent Support for Hirwaun, Wales, Homeowners Affected by

Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC)

The Committee considered the petition and noted that grants had previously funded
the demolition and rebuilding of homes in Wales affected by precast reinforced
concrete (PRC), suggesting that similar funding could be considered for RAAC
remediation. Members agreed to write to the Cabinet Secretary for Housing and Local

Government to seek details of interaction with the UK Government on a UK-wide



approach, and to request confirmation of the RAAC situation for homes across Wales.

The petition will remain open pending a response.

2.4 P-06-1550 Place the drug Xonvea on to the formulary for the management of

nausea and vomiting in pregnancy

The Committee considered the petition and took a moment to recognise the women
who had shared their distressing experiences of Hyperemesis Gravidarum (HG) and the

impact on their families.

Members agreed to write to the All Wales Medicines Strategy Group (AWMSQG) to
strongly urge it to reconsider the earlier decision and keep looking at this issue,
highlighting the petitioners’ evidence and emphasising that cost should not be the

determining factor.

The Committee also agreed to share all the evidence provided by the petitioners on
prescribing Xonvea and maternal health more broadly, with the Chair of the Health and

Social Care Committee.

The petition will remain open pending a response from the AWMSG.

2.5 P-06-1552 Stop building industrial solar ‘farms’ close to residential buildings and

within village boundaries

The Committee considered the petition, noting that there was ongoing consideration
of the siting of solar panels and expressing sympathy with the concerns of local
residents but that it was a matter to take up with the appropriate planning authorities.
Members agreed the petition should be highlighted with the Chair of Climate Change,
Environment and Infrastructure Committee. In doing so, the Committee agreed to close

the petition and thank the petitioner.



2.6 P-06-1553 Increase investment and action in nature-based flood management to

protect Welsh communities

The Committee considered the petition and agreed that youth ambassadors should
play a leading role on this issue. Members noted the constructive engagement from
petitioners with the response from the Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change and Rural

Affairs, and agreed to forward the petitioners’ points to the Cabinet Secretary.

The Committee also agreed to share the petition with the Chair of the Climate Change,
Environment and Infrastructure Committee (CCEl) for information, and to include water

quality and flood management as priority themes in its own legacy report.

Additionally, Members noted research being conducted at Bangor University’s School
of Environmental and Natural Sciences and the Birmingham Institute for Forestry

Research, and agreed to ensure petitioners are informed of this work.

2.7 P-06-1565 Continue funding Technocamps to provide the support that schools

and teachers across Wales rely on

The Committee considered the petition and noted the Welsh Government’s explanation
that Swansea University was unsuccessful in an open tender. However, Members
guestioned how this a) aligns with Welsh Government policy legislated for in the Social
Partnership and Public Procurement (Wales) Act 2023, and b) addresses the issues
raised by the petitioner about bilingual provision. The Committee agreed to seek
clarity from the Cabinet Secretary for Education on those matters and to keep the

petition open pending a response.



3 Updates to previous petitions

3.1 P-06-1240 Improve health services for people with epilepsy living in Wales

The Committee considered the petition and noted that it had been considered multiple
times and welcomed the Welsh Government having taken significant steps to address
the petitioner’s concerns. Members agreed to now close the petition, thank the
petitioner, and share their most recent correspondence with the Chair of the Health
and Social Care Committee, with a view to this being an area that Committee could

choose to follow up on.

3.2 P-06-1428 Stop the flooding in Caenant Terrace, Skewen NOW!

The Committee considered the petition and expressed sympathy for the petitioner and
others affected by the impact of flooding. Members noted that while progress appears
to be planned, work is not expected to begin until 2027 and uncertainties remain
around funding. The Committee agreed to keep the petition open in the hope that the
next Government will allocate funding to support Neath Port Talbot and alleviate the
hardship faced by local residents. They also noted their earlier decision to include the

issue of flood management as a priority theme in the Committee’s legacy report.

3.3 P-06-1525 Preserve the unique character of the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal

for the future generations of Wales

The Committee considered the petition and welcomed the Welsh Government’s
announcement on 5 December of additional investment for the canal, providing
certainty for those involved for the next five years. Members reflected on the value of
their recent visit and the Senedd debate. The Committee congratulated the petitioners
on a successful campaign to secure the future of the canal, and the Chair noted the
campaigners’ thanks to Members for their support on this issue. The Committee
agreed to now close the petition, but in doing so to seek written confirmation from the
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change and Rural Affairs on

the long-term future of the canal. They noted the current £400k allocation is interim



and limited to one Senedd term, but that the Task and Finish Group would be looking
at that longer-term issue. The Deputy First Minister’s response would be noted by the
Committee at a future meeting, and local Members would be available should there be

further issues the campaigners needed to bring to their attention.

4 Papers to note

Members noted the papers. It was also noted, in relation to the letter to the Economy,
Trade and Rural Affairs Committee on Petition P-06-1291, that the Chair’s short

debate on Wednesday 10 December would be on the veterinary profession.

4.1 P-06-1291 Hold an enquiry into the corporate takeover of the veterinary

profession in Wales

4.2 P-06-1489 Legislate to ensure swift bricks are installed in all new buildings in

Wales

4.3 P-05-784 Prescription drug dependence and withdrawal - recognition and

support

5 Motion under Standing Order 17.42(ix) to resolve to exclude the

public from the meeting for the remainder of today's business:

The motion was agreed.



6 Discussion on the draft report - P-06-1510 Direct NRW to revoke the
environmental permit and ensure the closure of Enovert’s, Hafod

Landfill Site in Wrexham

Members discussed the draft report and agreed it subject to some amendments. The
report would be translated and published after the Christmas recess. It was noted that
responses to the report would not be available until later in the spring term, and

Members agreed not to request a debate on the report.



